
1 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Welcome      Faith Lewis, PTA President 

 
Faith called the meeting to order at 7:20p.m.  There were approximately 35 people in 
attendance and thus a quorum was present.  Faith welcomed parents to this first PTA general 
meeting.  KAH babysitting is in the gym. Faith encouraged everyone to join the PTA. 
 

2. Welcome Back Updates    Galit Zolkower, Principal 

 Staffing  

 System-wide priorities 

 School instructional focus  
 

Mrs. Zolkower thanked the parents for coming to the meeting and for the warm welcome she 
and the staff have received thus far.  She thanked Mrs. Higgins, Ms. Justice and Mrs. Fowle who 
were also present at the meeting.  She indicated that community is a theme for the year and 
she hopes that all members of the school and community can work together and continue to 
find opportunities to innovate and be creative. 

  
New Staff. Mrs. Zolkower noted the new staff this year: 

 Melinda Higgins is a new Kindergarten teacher and a former para-educator at HVES.  
She is the fifth kindergarten teacher (up from 4 teachers in prior years.) 

 Adrian Daniels is a new 1st grade teacher.  She is the fifth 1st grade teacher (up from 
4 teachers in prior years.) 

 Ms. Stolte is a new third grade teacher. 

 Ms. Egan is a new fourth grade teacher. 

 Amy Ross is a new ESOL teacher. 

 Katie Twining joins HVES as a math intervention specialist. 
 

Mrs. Zolkower also noted the new support staff: Tina Errigo (new administrative assistant in the 
office); Ms. Gonzales (new lunch aide), and Ana Romero (new building service worker).  She is 
also in the process of hiring a new para-educator and additional building service worker. HVES 
is close to fully staffed (not all schools are so situated), which puts the school in great shape.  

 
System focus on multiple measures. Mrs. Zolkower noted that the new superintendent has 
changed focus on milestones. Rather than solely relying on external measures like PARCC, we 
are now looking at whether kids are ready to articulate to the next level.   In effect the question 
we are asking is - does the child have the knowledge and skills to perform at next grade.  In so 
doing, the teachers look at grades; look at school and district measures – reading assessments 
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and similar discussed below.  These are conducted each month in the classroom. And lastly 
there is a review of external measures like PARCC.   The school is accountable for PARCC, but it 
doesn’t give enough info to meet the kids’ needs.  Thus, they are also looking at the other 
measures. 

 
Elementary required assessments.  Below is the list of items that the teachers are reviewing for 
assessment/testing purposes. 

 Reading.  The teachers are monitoring reading levels every month 

 Kindergarten readiness.  There are a series of tests done on a sample basis to 
determine academic readiness. 

 MAP- R, MAP- P and MAP- M are measures of academic progress – reading, math 
and math for upper grades.  These are administered in the fall, winter and spring. 
The tests adjust based on students’ responses and are taken on computer.  

 Elementary math assessments are required in grades 3-5 and show what kids need 
to be prepared for the next level.    

o There was discussion about the tests and assessments performed by the 
teachers and the value of computerized testing.   

o In explaining the difference of testing and assessments, Mrs. Zolkower 
indicated that assessments are an ongoing process. The teachers work with 
kids in small groups and meet every day. They review the reading levels and 
similar work performed currently by the students.  Then monthly the 
teachers evaluate the observations collected. 

 PARCC test will be given in May for grade 3-5 students. Results from last years’ test 
to go home in the next week or so. 

 MSA test which is not a part of a PARCC but a separate science test is given only to 
grade 5 and grade 8 students. 

 
School improvement priorities.  Mrs. Zolkower explained the priorities as follows: 

 Instructional – assessment data will be used to help inform planning and instruction, 
teachers will be able to meet kids’ needs, differentiate instruction and move students 
toward meeting and exceeding grade level benchmarks. 

 Equity – performance will not be predictable by race, ethnicity or English language 
proficiency. 

 Social emotional learning – all students learn in safe and respectful classrooms, where a 
relationship between teachers and students is evident. 

o She would love parents input on the instructional improvement team that meets 
once a month. 

 
Investing to reduce class size. We are a focus school and the board of education has been 
investing to reduce class size (even though we are already at a reduced class size due to our 
focus classification).  Kindergarten class size is 18 (down from 19 but HVES is really at 15 
students per class); First grade class size is 18 (down from 19 but HVES is really at 14/15 
students per class); Second grade class size is 18 (down from 19); Third grade class size is 26 
(down from 28); Fourth grade class is 28 (down from 30); and Fifth grade class size is 28 (down 
from 30). 
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Technology in the classroom.  Mrs. Zolkower emphasized the focus on technology in the 
classroom as she believes it will enhance classroom instruction. Chromebooks are available to 
all students in grades 3-5. There is also ongoing professional development to support teachers 
in their increased use of technology. She hopes to use technology to allow kids to collaborate 
and further their studies.  It is not meant to take the place of students interacting with each 
other as learning occurs when students talk to each other. 
 

3. About the HVES PTA    Faith Lewis 
 
Faith gave an overview of the PTA as a place for parents and teachers to focus on community 
building, be a voice for community, in the school and at the county level.  We only exists 
because of members and thus she encouraged everyone to join to enhance engagement.  The 
membership should reflect the diversity of the student body – including Dad’s involvement. She 
also encouraged everyone to record their volunteer hours.  These actually count!  It shows the 
strength of the community and we can get grant money that we can “pay off” with logged 
volunteer hours.   
 

4. Approval of 2016-2017 Budget   Abby Colucci, Treasurer 
 
Abby distributed copies of the budget for the year, which is similar to years past.  She discussed 
the various categories and the many activities that the PTA helps to support – carnival, 
basketball, student scholarships for afterschool activities, teacher support and on. Siobhan 
moved to approve the budget. Holly Plank seconded the motion.   Abby called for a voice vote 
to approve the budget.  All voted to approve; there were no votes against and thus the budget 
for the year was approved.    

 
5. Membership      Stacey Ricci 

 
Stacey indicated we have 110 members.  We have a goal this year of 250 members.  She 
encouraged parents to join the list serve to receive email notices.  Parents can join by paper or 
online through the PTA website and then you can pay through pay pal (a 2 step process).  
Stacey reminded everyone that you have to re-join each year. Membership cards will be 
distributed and there are discounts with using the membership cards. 
 

6. Volunteer opportunities    Faith Lewis 
 

Faith distributed a list of volunteer opportunities for those interested in volunteering for the 
PTA.  She noted in particular that we need coordinators to focus on the Art to Remember 
fundraiser, which will start in November.  We also need 1 or 2 delegates to the MCC PTA.  
Meetings are the last Tuesday of each month. She indicated Janet Forville would appreciate 
another person to assist in the Manna food drive.  Faith said are hoping to bring the December 
plant sale bring back, which Monica Bridgewater has volunteered to coordinate, but she will 
need another person to assist. 

 
7. Fundraising     Siobhan Carroll 
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Siobhan welcomed any and all fundraising ideas.  And there are lots of opportunities to get 
involved in smaller fundraisers – such as dine out nights.  She spearheads the spring online 
auction, which she also ran last spring.  But all ideas are welcome – such as Mabels Labels.  We 
also encourage parents to bring in box tops (2 deadlines in November and the spring).  Box 
tops money goes right to school and parents can look on website to see list of products.  We 
encourage parents to register their Giant cards to earn “Giant bucks” for the school.  We have 
set up an account with Amazon Smile.  If you purchase products through smile.amazon.com – 
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of the product to the PTA. Sadly, Target 
changed its policies, such that their donation program doesn’t donate to individual schools any 
longer. 

 
8. After School Activities—Hoop Ed   Chris Clark 

 
Chris coordinates the after school classes. Classes start a week from Monday and forms are 
due 9/21. She is open to class suggestions and has brought back popular items. Classes are all 
held onsite and children are dismissed to the lobby.  Classes last for 12 weeks and are held 
from 4-5 pm.  There will also be a winter session and a short spring session after spring break.  
There are scholarships available from the PTA and HoopEd and mostly anyone who asks for 
tuition assistance will receive one.  Chris will send email confirmation of registration. 

 
9. New Volunteer Regulations – Online Training Faith Lewis 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/childabuseandneglect/reportingchildabuse/ 

The County has new volunteer requirements.   Anyone wishing to volunteer in the school or on 
field trips, interacting with children will need to complete the above training session.  The link 
is also on the school’s and PTA’s website. You can email Tina Errigo or Mrs. Fowle the 
completed certificate.  The school is tracking this information. 

 
10. Upcoming PTA Events/Activities: 

 PTA Planning Meeting 9/20, 7:00 pm   Kate Gunthert 
o More detailed level discussion of PTA activities; all are welcome. 

 Volunteer/Room Parent Training   Amber Khan 
o We are working on a date to hold the training. 

 Spirit Wear/Logo Items    Fran Walterman 
o The deadline to order is next Friday (9/23). 
o There will be another sale in the spring. 

 Walk to School Day 10/5    Amy Ard 
o Fun way for everyone to learn pedestrian safety. 

 Next General PTA Meeting 10/4, 7:15 pm  Faith Lewis 
    *NOTE: Vote on proposed by-law changes  Kathryn Moore 
 
Kathryn noted that the proposed by-laws were send via the list serve, are posted 
on the website and in the lobby on the PTA board.  There were 2 minor changes 
and we must vote on them in October to stay current with the MD PTA 
requirements.  She would be happy to answer any questions. 

 
11. Other Business/Announcements 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/childabuseandneglect/reportingchildabuse/
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There was no other business nor announcements raised.  Faith adjourned the 
meeting at 8:44 p.m.   

 

 Full details for activities planned by your PTA are available 
at www.hves.my-pta.org. 

To join the PTA listserv, send an e-mail request to: hves-
pta-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

 
Volunteers - Remember to record your volunteer 

hours in the office log or on the PTA website! 

http://www.hves.my-pta.org/
mailto:hves-pta-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:hves-pta-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

